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NON-COMMERCIAL LICENSE DESCRIPTIONS AND ROYALTY RATES 
 

Each song has two copyrights: a copyright in the composition and a copyright in the sound recording.  A musical 

composition is the notes and lyrics of the song.  A sound recording, also known as a master recording, is a 

recording artist’s version of the composition.  Even if the recording artist is also the songwriter, two copyrights are 

created.  If you wish to create your own recording of the composition, you only need to license the composition.  If 

you wish to license a recording artist’s version of the composition for your project, you must license the 

composition and the master recording.  The rates for both are listed separately below. 

 

LICENSE TYPE AND DESCRIPTION COMPOSITION RATE 

PRINT 

Arrangement (Custom Transcription/Orchestration) 
 

Custom transcription of the song as an orchestration piece or 
arrangement not meant for sale. 

$0.20 per song per copy for words and music 

Bulletin or Program (One-Time Lyric Use) 
 

Song (words only) reprinted in a church bulletin or songsheet, for a 
one-time church service or event. 

$35.00 per song 

Lyric Display (Slides, Powerpoint, Overheads) 
 

Song lyrics displayed (ex. slides, overheads, Powerpoint 
presentations) during a worship setting.  

$20.00 per song per 500 views 

Lyric Reprint 
 

Reprint all or part of the song lyrics in some medium (ex. small 
devotional church resources). 

$0.12 per song per copy for words only 

Lyric Reprint in Book  
 

Reference to partial song lyrics in a self-published book.   
$50.00 per song for up to 5,000 copies 

Lyric Merchandise (T-Shirt, Mug, Hat) 
 

Song lyrics licensed to be printed on various forms of merchandise.  
10% of Retail Price 

Sheet Music Download (Not For Sale) 
 

Make sheet music available for download on your website.  Not 
meant for sale of downloads.  

$0.20 per song per copy 

Sheet Music Download (For Sale) 
 

Make sheet music available for download and purchase on your 
website.  

50% of Retail Price, pro-rated by the number of 
copyrighted compositions 

Sheet Music or Chord Chart Reprint 
 

Reprint all or part of the song lyrics and music notation in some 
other medium (ex. small devotional church resources). 

$0.20 per song per copy  

Sheet Music Photocopies (Entire Musical; Out of Print Only) 
 

Photocopy an entire out-of-print musical from a publication (ex. 
songbook, choral book). 

$0.20 per song per copy 

Sheet Music Photocopies (Single Song) 
 

Photocopy a single song from a publication (ex. songbook, choral 
book). 

$1.25 per song per copy  
 

Songbook/Anthem (Sheet Music To Be Sold) 
 

Song printed in a songbook or as an anthem that will be available 
for purchase.  Physical copies only; no downloads. 

12.50% of Retail Price, pro-rated by the number of 
copyrighted compositions 
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LICENSE TYPE AND DESCRIPTION COMPOSITION RATE MASTER RATE 

AUDIO 

CD/Vinyl (Mechanical) 
 

Use of the song made available on a CD or Vinyl album. This license 
is for individuals or groups who wish to either record their own 
version of a song or use the existing artist’s recording of a song.   

$0.091 per song per copy 
for songs up to 04:59 

$0.0175/minute per song 
per copy for songs over 

5:00 

$0.25 per song per 
copy 

Digital Audio Download (DPD) 
 

Use of the song for sale via download online (ex. iTunes).  A 
download is a permanent file and is different than a stream.  This 
license is for individuals or groups who wish to either record their 
own version of a song or use the existing artist’s recording of a 
song.   

$0.091 per song per copy 
for songs up to 04:59 

$0.0175/minute per song 
per copy for songs over 

5:00 

$0.25 per song per 
copy 

Rehearsal CD or Track  
 

License to make copies of an entire out-of-print musical or a single 
song for the purpose of choir or worship team rehearsals. 

$0.091 per song per copy 
for songs up to 04:59 

$0.0175/min. per song per 
copy for songs over 5:00 

$0.25 per song per 
copy 

Podcast—Single Episode 
 

Music used during a single podcast episode hosted either on own 
website, Youtube, Apple Music, Spotify, or other streaming sites. 

Starting at $250 for a  
one- year term 

Starting at $250 for a 
one-year term 

SYNC 

Video (DVD, VHS, CD-ROM) 
 

Use of a song played in the background of a video on DVD, VHS or 
CD-ROM, made for individual, church or small venue use. (Often 
referred to as a Synchronization License.) 

$0.25 per song per copy 
$0.25 per song per 

copy 

Video Download 
 

Use of the song in your own audio-visual recording or with an 
existing artist recording of the song and made available on the 
internet for download. A download creates a permanent copy of 
the music rather than a temporary file (stream).  

$0.25 per song per 
download 

$0.25 per song per 
download 

Video Streaming (YouTube, Facebook) 
 

Stream a video online (not a downloaded permanent file) with a 
song playing in the background.  

$25.00 per song per six (6) 
months 

$25.00 per song per 
six (6) months 

PERFORMANCE 

Live Performance (Presentation/Concert) 
 

Use of the song in a public performance, either by live musicians or 
via an artist recording played in the background. 

$25.00 per song per week 
for amateur productions  

-- 

Radio/Podcast Theme Music 
 

Theme music for a radio show or podcast. Licensed by year 
generally.  

$750 or less, depending on 
audience size 

$750 or less, 
depending on 
audience size 

 

 


